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Lawrence Harbison
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-

Lawrence Harbison





Lawrence Harbison

Monica Raymond

Here, she describes to the viewer the limits to the pos-
sible characters she can play, and how she transitions 
from one to the other.

Everythin’. Nothin’

pointing to a gray veil like an a beekeeper’s

-
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Lawrence Harbison

Monica Raymond

-

Eyes on the Prize

-



-

(She breaks down.)
built



Lawrence Harbison

Lisa D’Amour

Tanya is a hooker, working out of the Humming Bird, 

hard knocks but she still looks pretty good for her age. 
Zoe, a teenager there for a visit with her mother’s boy 
toy Bait Boy, who used to live there, is writing a paper 
for school, some sort of anthropological study, and is 
interviewing the residents of the motel. Tanya tells her 
about the motel and its denizens.

-



16

-



Lawrence Harbison

Robert O’Hara

Marie and her siblings are in a park, awaiting the 
arrival of their sister, upon whom they plan to do an 
intervention. While waiting, she reminisces about a 
gruesome murder which took place in their neighbor-
hood.

(laughing)

(beat)

sitting 
body head 

-

Now 
-





Lawrence Harbison

Robert O’Hara

Adlean and her siblings have come together in a park 
to do an intervention on their sister, Barbara. They 
have tied her to a tree and put tape opver her mother 
so she will have to listen to them. Here, Adlean pleads 
with Barbara to go into rehab.

you You 
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Lawrence Harbison

Robert O’Hara

Marie and her siblings are in a park doing an in-
tervention on their sister, Barbara, Whom they call 
“Zippity Boom” and who they have tied to a tree 
and put tape over her mouth so she will have to 
listen to them.

(sings)
(beat)

laugh -

sistahs... togetha
togetha... woke up
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Lawrence Harbison

Lizzie Vieh

Janice is a seasoned police detective pursuing a serial 
killer who strangled eight women and buried their 
bodies on a remote beach. She is an alcoholic. In this 
scene, she is speaking to Cass, an ex-con, and a suspect 
in the investigation. The two are smoking cigarettes 
outside a bar, and Janice has been provoking Cass, 
hoping for a reaction. She has had a lot to drink, but 
holds her liquor well. 

-





Lawrence Harbison

Lizzie Vieh

Janice is a seasoned detective speaking to her younger, 
less experienced partner Ted. The two are involved in 
a serial murder investigation. Janice is an alcoholic 
and is struggling to keep functioning. Earlier this year 
she had three toes amputated, and has never given a 
straight answer as to why. In this scene, Ted comes 

hung-over. He confronts her about how she lost her toes. 

-

-

-

-
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Lawrence Harbison

Steven Dietz

Caithleen is a tour guide in Dublin, specializing in 
James Joyce’s Dublin. She is talking to Robert, a 55 
year-old American, whom she has never met – or has 
she? Is he, in fact, her boyfriend Robbie, 35 years 
later?

Don’t tempt me, Caithleen – ‘cause 
I’ll do it! I’ll drum up a way to scare you straight - so 
you won’t end up like your lunatic mother.” 

wrong age

with no regard 
to the time it was in their lives a boy 
with wild black hair - I know what 
that boy’s gonna do one day!” 



Pause. 



Lawrence Harbison

Meghan Gambling

Bonnie Hill is thrilled to have corralled her sister, 
Corey and future sister in laws, Kayleigh and Larissa 
into celebrating her engagement with a hotel getaway 

explains to the other women how he proposed. 

-

-

-





Lawrence Harbison

Scott C. Sickles

Beth is confronting her husband Tommy’s friend 
Fletcher Driscoll. Tommy is a charming control 
freak and bully who emotionally and sexually abused 
Fletcher thirty years ago and who currently emotionally 
manipulates and dominates his wife. Tommy has told 
her that Fletcher is still in love with him (a lie, but she 
doesn’t know that) and she’s bothered enough by it to 
seek Fletcher out, even though Tommy expressly asked 
her not to. They play she refers to is a production of 
Romeo & Juliet Fletcher has returned to town to direct.

-

(Pause) 

-





Lawrence Harbison

Scott C. Sickles

-

in love with her brother Ellis, who introduced them. 
Ellis passed away two years ago today and they are 

and has been nothing but supportive throughout their 

(pause) 

-

-



(Points to the grave.) 



Lawrence Harbison

Vanessa David

Siomara is speaking to herself in this monologue as she 
opens the box that has lived – forever locked – on her 
family’s mantle. She doesn’t quite understand it, but 
she is being driven to unlock her family’s secrets before 
she can face the baby she is newly pregnant with. In 
this scene, she has just stolen and smashed the box on 
her parent’s mantle. As she takes out and looks at its 
contents, she realizes she has to go break Cuba open 
as well, go back to Cuba, in order to truly understand 
that long, slippery trail her parent’s migration from 
the island left in its wake. This is also a scene in which 
Siomara discovers her grandfather is black. This is 

husband is African American. 

(holding a picture up) 

(Takes another picture.)

(Picking up other pictures)

(Arm extended towards another picture, picks it up.)



(She stares at this one for a while.)

(a shift, dropping all the pictures from her hands)



Lawrence Harbison

Joseph Wilde 

Tabby has risen to the top of her deceased father’s com-
pany. She tells Graham, her main rival and nemesis, 
that she is sacking him. 

your 

-



Joseph Wilde

Eve lives in squalor in Tabby’s house. We think Tabby is 

mother. Eve is a very disturbed girl who thinks she’s a 
vampire. Here, while waiting for Tabby to come home, 
she talks to the audience.

-
-



Lawrence Harbison



Fengar Gael

Devon Tramore, a woman jockey, lies on a hospital bed, 
recovering from a fall that resulted in broken bones and 
a severe concussion. The race in which she fell might 
have been sabotaged, so the Louisiana Racing Com-
mission Inspector, a middle-aged woman, is questioning 
her regarding the social dynamics of the jockey room. 

-

-



Lawrence Harbison

(whinnying) 



Don Nigro

The great Russian novelist Dostoyevsky, serving out 
the last four years of his sentence for treason in the 
military in Siberia, has fallen desperately in love with 
a beautiful but troubled married woman, Marya, whose 
drunken and sometimes brutal husband has made her 
life hell, dragged her to this remote location in the 
middle of nowhere, then lost his job and is now drink-
ing himself to death. She knows that Dostoyevsky is in 
love with her, but hesitates to get involved with him, 
both because she knows her husband might kill him, 
and because Dostoyevsky is a very strange and rather 
alarming person himself. Marya is intelligent, nervous, 
perceptive, has trouble concentrating, is very funny, is 
aware of her beauty and her power over men, is not 
cruel but is very honest, and isn’t sure what she wants. 
In short, she is exactly the sort of person to drive the 
earnest and self-sabotaging Dostoyevsky absolutely 
berserk with unhappiness. She can see this but can’t 
seem to help it.



Lawrence Harbison

-



Colman Domingo

Shelly tells Jackie, an old friend from the neighborhood, 
that her mother. Dotty, has incipient dementia and it’s 
getting to be too much for her to handle.

-



Lawrence Harbison



Colman Domino

Averie has appeared on a couple of reality TV shows. 
She’s busted, though, and is living in her sister Shelly’s 
basement. Shelly has asked her and their brother Don-
nie to come over to talk about what to do about their 
mother’s incipient dementia; but Averie is more inter-
ested in telling everyone about a new show she’s up for.



Lawrence Harbison

Sings.



Fengar Gael

-
er of Detective Chief Inspector Gordon Fossmire. She 
is lecturing the members of a garden club about the 
mission of the Zero Population Party of Great Britain.

-

-



Lawrence Harbison



Cassie M. Seinuk

Turner Street’s bold paintings are the hottest thing to hit 
the scene – they’ve even captured the attention of the 
elusive Johanna, a journalist posing as a cater-waitress 
to meet artists like Turner. Skipping out on the rest of 
the gallery opening festivities, Turner takes Johanna 
back to his loft, and what he thinks will be a night of 
romance goes awry when his one-eyed, pill-popping, 
younger brother Palmer shows up. In Johanna’s attempt 
to get to the real truth behind Turner’s art, she tells to 
Palmer that the paintings are of his missing eye. This 
throws Palmer into a frenzy in which he reveals that 
Johanna is a journalist, not after sex, but after a story. 
Turner sends Palmer out onto to balcony, and begs 
Johanna to leave him alone. He asks, why does it have 
to be about him? He suggests she write about another 
artist. This is her response. 

(Beat)

(Beat)



Lawrence Harbison

(Beat.) 



Cassie M. Seinuk

Turner Street’s bold paintings are the hottest thing to hit 
the scene – they’ve even captured the attention of the 
elusive Johanna, a journalist posing as a cater-waitress 
to meet artists like Turner. Skipping out on the rest of 
the gallery opening festivities, Turner takes Johanna 
back to his loft, and what he thinks will be a night of 
romance goes awry when his one-eyed, pill-popping, 
younger brother Palmer shows up. After a night of 

the brothers, which have been carefully orchestrated by 

goes too far, Palmer attempts suicide by drug overdose. 
This speech follows Turner’s return from having just 
forced his brother to vomit. Turner exhausted sits on 
the couch drinking whiskey. Johanna, struggling with 
how far things have gotten, breaks the silence.

-



Lawrence Harbison



Tanya Saracho

Lucia, pronounced “Loo-chia,” is a writer on a TV 
series. Here she tells her friend Abel, a janitor at the 
studio, about an incident that occurred in the writer’s 
room.

maleficio

mi “jefe



Lawrence Harbison



Maura Campbell

Gloria has been transported to a fantastical world after 
accidentally eating magic mushrooms. She reminisces 
about going to Carnival in Mexico City when she was 
young and in love.

-



Lawrence Harbison



Lucas Kavner

Avery is speaking to Max, her same age, a close friend 
from college, over the phone. Max’s new girlfriend is 
moving in with him and Avery is worried it’s too soon. 
She clearly harbors feelings for him, feelings she’s had 
for years, and she’s struggling to “approve” of this 
new relationship. At this point she hasn’t directly told 
Max how she feels.

(in Max voice)
 AVE

know 

Because

done
wrestling 



Lawrence Harbison

have idea 



60

Don Nigro

1920, Dorothy Parker is supposed to be training the 
young Edmund Wilson to replace her and Robert 
Benchley as assistant editors there. She is leaving in a 
dispute over her sometimes devastating but very funny 
theatre reviews, and her friend Benchley is leaving with 
her in protest. Parker and Benchley are part of the 
Algonquin Round Table, a group of writers who meet 
at the  Hotel Algonquin, noted for their wicked sense 
of humor about others, each other, and themselves. 
She and Benchley call themselves Mrs. Parker and 
Mr Benchley and spend much of their time drinking 
when they’re supposed to be working. Here she and 
Mr Benchley are having a very good time entertaining 
the young Wilson and his friend, the poet Edna Saint 

-
cus.   

-

-



Lawrence Harbison

Vanity Fair. 

-

Vanity Fair.

-



 (She hurls a manuscript out the window.)



Lawrence Harbison

Don Nigro

Edna Saint Vincent Millay, already a famous poet in 
her twenties, is just back from a long trip to Europe, 
and runs into her old friend Edmund (Bunny) Wilson, 
who is deeply in love with her, at a party in Greenwich 
Village, where she is a legendary for her uninhibited 
sexual exploits and mysterious fairy girl charm. For 
some years she has been quite happily promiscuous, 
pursued by many, caught by quite a few, but never 
allowing herself to be trapped in a relationship. But 
now, having returned from a rather harrowing time in 
Europe, which she describes here to Wilson, her wild 
life is starting to catch up with her, and she is grow-
ing tired of breaking hearts and raising havoc. They 
are walking on MacDougal street at night. The year 
is 1922 or so.) 



-



Lawrence Harbison

Don Nigro

Once the most desired and sexually active fairy girl 
and goddess in Greenwich Village, the poet Edna Saint 
Vincent Millay is now 56, prematurely old, worn out 
from all her adventures, long isolated in her upstate 
home, addicted to alcohol and morphine, and worried 
that her poetry has not been good enough and her life 
wasted. Her great friend Bunny, now the critic Edmund 
Wilson, once deeply in love with  her, has come to visit 
after a 19 year estrangement, and here she tries to make 



66

-



Lawrence Harbison

Ian August

Franny is Addressing the audience. She and her hus-
band Ray have been struggling to get pregnant, and 

meets Andy, and realizes he is the donor for her—but 
she hasn’t broken the news yet to Ray.  Franny attempts 
to explain her impulsive behavior. 

-





Lawrence Harbison

Ian August

Franny, without consulting her husband Ray, has 
implied that Andy, their sperm donor, might have a 
relationship with their future child. When Ray ends 
their relationship with Andy in anger, Franny is afraid 
her actions have caused irreparable damage to her 
marriage.

-



-



Lawrence Harbison

Sam Bobrick

Sister Yolanda, a somewhat eccentric nun in her 
mid-forties (age is optional) is explaining to Phil 
Crane, an unhappy, divorced man in his late for-
ties, whom she earlier physically assaulted, why his 
life will turn around if he will begin to live a more 
spiritual existence in a monastery with a bunch of 
monks.

-





Lawrence Harbison

Sam Bobrick

Sister Yolanda, a somewhat eccentric nun, is explaining 
to a group of people in a New York apartment why she 
is there and why she physically attacked Phil Crane, 
the unhappy, divorced man who resides there.

-

(Begins singing.) 

(Begins humming “Ave Maria” interrupting the hum-
ming with Hallelujahs. Her eyes are closed in rapture.) 



Michael Ross Albert

After a jealous painter destroys her colleagues’ artwork 
-

dependent art gallery confronts her friends.  

-



Lawrence Harbison



Elaine Romero

Angela’s husband Ramiro is a drone pilot who was 

of U.S. soldiers. She addresses Shanti, a woman who 
was once named Cheryl. They meet in a place that only 
exists between them.

: 
-

-

-
(ironically) 

(And then) 



Lawrence Harbison

Mark Dunn

 
Poor Renee Purdy. It’s her best friend Francie’s wed-
ding day, and Francie’s gone and barricaded herself 
up in the church nursery and is refusing to come down 
and get married. Not that Maid of Honor Renee isn’t 
having problems of her own. While things remain up in 
the air, twenty-something Renee has slipped out of the 
church to check on her grandmother and now returns 
to unload on the wedding’s caterer, Ms. Rosenhaus. 
Poor Ms. Rosenhaus. 

Cheers -

(Pause) 

-

 (She opens her mouth wide.) 



-



Lawrence Harbison

Mark Dunn

Twenty-something Francie Renfro is having second 
thoughts about marrying Kyle Longacre. On their 
wedding day. It’s because there’s another man she’s 
fallen in love with—Gert Fleers. Gert, as she explains 
to befuddled members of the wedding party, is the real 
man of her dreams. Her sleeping prince. Well, to be 
accurate: her comatose prince.

is 

-

 (in the urse’s voice)

(turning to her own voice)



Mark Dunn

Renee Purdy, Maid of Honor to her best friend Francie 
Renfro, returns to the church, where Francie’s wedding 
remains on hold, because Francie has decided to give 
her heart to another man. The other man is Gert Fleers, 
who has just come out of his month-long coma, only 
to be displaced from his hospital bed by an accident 
that has befallen the visiting president of the United 
States. It is Renee who actually kissed Francie’s sleep-
ing prince and brought him to consciousness, only to 
discover that the man with whom she was also falling 
in love is a man she no longer wants anything to do 
with. She explains to the other members of the wedding 
party all that has transpired … while picking chicken 
feathers out of her hair.  

basketball



Lawrence Harbison

-



Steve Shade

 

-
ment Agency—little more than a make-shift rented 

the “owner” and only employee, is anxious to retain 
her only walk-in customer of the day, Dudley, an un-
employed skywriting pilot, who has grown suspicious 
of her operation. 

telemarketing 



Lawrence Harbison

you 



Libby Emmons

Ames is going through an existential crisis about her 
identity and her future. She’s speaking to the audience.



Lawrence Harbison

Libby Emmons

Danesha is in her late 20’s/early 30’s, Danesha was 
working on a career as a professional dancer before she 
moved back home and opened her own dance studio. 
She’s speaking to the audience.

-
-





Lawrence Harbison

Deborah Zoe Laufer

Arella is a member of an isolated Native American 

diabetes. Jillian, a genetic anthropologist would like 
to collect blood from the tribe to see if there’s a genetic 
component to their diabetes, but the tribe has never 
given blood before – they believe their blood is sacred. 
Arella tries to explain her tribe’s perspective to Jillian, 
who is somewhat tone-deaf to their concerns.

(furious)

million. 

-





Lawrence Harbison

Tom Cavanaugh

After serving seven years in prison, Louise returns to 
California’s Inland Empire and her family’s home, a 
dilapidated horse ranch that is being used as a front to 
run drugs.  She explains to her daughter Jolie Beth why 

-
verted from the Christian faith to Islam while in prison.

-



-



Lawrence Harbison

Tom Cavanaugh

After serving seven years in prison, Louise returns to 
California’s Inland Empire and her family’s home, a 
dilapidated horse ranch that is being used as a front 
to run drugs She tells her sister June and her daughter 

shot of heroin many years ago, and explains how she 
learned what forgiveness was really about while serv-
ing time in prison.

at the same time, tries to hold  herself together as she 

is wearing.)

Iman

-





Lawrence Harbison

Joseph Krawczyk

Lorrie is addressing a female director about her en-
counter with David Mamet at a rehearsal for a revival 
of                                                                 

Glen-
garry Glen Ross

-

Glengarry Glen Ross

-

-





Lawrence Harbison

Daniel Guyton

January is an unkempt woman in a prison interroga-
tion room.

(Beat) is

meat



man



Lawrence Harbison

Arlene Hutton

Katelyn, a high school junior, tells the audience about 
the time her dance partner felt her up.





Lawrence Harbison

Arlene Hutton  

Miranda shares with the audience her puzzlement with 
guys’ attitude towards sex.  



100

Sam Bobrick

Babette is meeting her husband, Harry, for lunch. She 
has discovered his secret and is pissed.

-



Lawrence Harbison

Sam Bobrick

Debbie, an actress who appears to be in her late 20s, 
is meeting with her agent, who has pleaded with her 
to stop having plastic surgery. She refuses. Turns out, 
she’s a lot older than she looks.



102

Richard Vetere

-
curs only moments before Hope accidentally overdoses 
on pills and alcohol. Hope is in an unhappy marriage 

girl since it interferes with her writing her poetry. Cor-
rine has just told Hope that she is obsessed with her 
mother. Hope denies that she is but clearly goes on to 
reveal that she is obsessed with her mother.  

 
  

  
 
 

 (Pause) 
 (Pause) 

 
 

 
 
 

 -
 

  
(then with awe) 

 
 



Lawrence Harbison

 
  

 (Beat)



Richard Vetere

poetess Hope as she tries to convince her to commit 
suicide with her. Hope has abandoned Corrinne, is 
a mother of a young daughter and in an unhappy 
marriage. Corinne is explaining to Hope that Hope’s 
mother did not love Hope and the god Hope is obsessed 

-
tence. Corinne then tries to talk Hope into committing 
suicide with her because they love one another her and 
it is best to die when still beautiful and desirable.   

: 
 

 
 
 

 
 -

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
  (Pause) 

(Pause) 
 



Lawrence Harbison

 
 

 -
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Richard Vetere

Corinne is opening her heart to Emily who is her 

Corinne’s home out of the blue to ask her to mentor 
her so she can be as great a poet as her mother Hope 
was. Emily looks exactly like her mother Hope who 
Corinnee adored. Corrine wants Emily to be her lover 
and in return she will help Emily become a great poet.

: 
 

 
 

 
 

 (Pause) 
 (Pause) 

 
 

 
 (Pause) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 (Pause) 

 (Pause) 
 

 (Pause) 



Lawrence Harbison

 
 

 
 (Pause) 

 
  



Maya MacDonald

Chrissy, an acting teacher, is speaking to Gen, one of 
her students, who is known as “Silent Gen” because 
she doesn’t speak. Gen wasn’t always called Silent 
Gen. It became her nickname after she witnessed her 
friend and collaborator fall from a window to her death 
while rehearsing for Chrissy’s class. After that, Gen 
stopped speaking, taking a vow of silence of sorts. It 
is now Gen’s senior year and in order to graduate, she 

understanding of the reason for Gen’s silence, she can’t 

will require her to speak.

(Beat) -

 (Beat) 
-

(Beat) 



Lawrence Harbison

(CHRISSY looks at GEN for a long beat, until she 
realizes:) 

 

(Beat) 

(Beat) 

-



110

Max Baker

June and her husband Wendell have been invited to 
Don and Carol’s house on the night of July 20, 1969, to 
watch the moon landing on TV. There they meet Holly, 
a potential babysitter for Carol who is nine months 
pregnant. Carol’s father, Joe is also present. They are 
having drinks before the meatloaf Carol has prepared. 

-



Lawrence Harbison



112

John Pollono

Maggie tells her ex-husband Lou’s new wife Penny 

their daughter.

-

-



Lawrence Harbison



Deborah Salem Smith

Helen’s partner of twenty years was Susan, and together 
they have a daughter, Clementine. Months have passed 
since Susan died unexpectedly in minor surgery. Clem-
entine confronts Helen, arguing that to move through 
her grief Helen must begin by opening the hospital 
bag of Susan’s belongings. Clementine has demanded 
to know what her mother thinks or fears might be in 
the bag. 



Lawrence Harbison

useless



116

Sam Bobrick

Kira Haskell, in her early twenties, tries to convince 
Terry Winters, an unsuccessful garage door salesman 
in his mid-twenties, not to leave town until he gives 
their friendship a chance to possibly lead to romance. 

-



Lawrence Harbison

Nicole Pandolfo

Mia is an actress who is on a home shopping TV show. 
Her boyfriend, Johnny, wants her to have a baby. They’ve 
tried – but so far, no-go. Here, she explains to him why she 
has decided that she doesn’t want to have a kid.

-

(Pause) 



Audrey Cefaly

Lizzy sits on a porch swing late one evening and opens 
up to her neighbor Jack (who she believes is asleep) 
about a romantic encounter she had at her brother’s 
wedding in Savannah. 

-

-

I won’t forget you  (A whisper) 
(Beat) 



Lawrence Harbison

-



120

Audrey Cefaly

Lizzy, slightly inebriated, talks with her neighbor Jack 
about her unhappy marriage and the death of her 
husband Jesse.

-

-



Lawrence Harbison

(mimicking)

(beat)



122

Audrey Cefaly

Lizzy is shaken from just being kissed by her neighbor 
Jack. 

(Beat)



Lawrence Harbison



Lisa Bruna

Typical Tina begrudgingly accepts the nickname her 
husband has bestowed upon her despite the fact that 
she is anything but ‘typical.’ She is, in fact, skeptical, 
wise, and often sardonic and, when provoked, she is 
likely to show her true colors. On this particular oc-
casion, Tina is indeed provoked. After enduring nearly 

man in his mid-30s with a middle-managerial desk 
job and a lack of lust for life), Tina learns that Guru 
Gallagher (a charismatic middle-aged mentalist) has 
bilked her husband out of their life savings to pay for 
an anti-negativity statue that he claimed would release 
Normal Ted of his normalness and turn his life into 
something more remarkable. But the veil of magic has 
been lifted. Guru Gallagher has been exposed. Normal 
Ted has been duped. And Typical Tina is not taking it 
anymore. She boldly steps out of her shell to give them 
both a piece of her mind and a cosmic reality check 
they won’t soon forget. 

-

know 



Lawrence Harbison

this 

our 

you 

billion -

That, 



126

William Missouri Downs 

After meeting the man of her dreams during a plane 

relationship. 

The Thorn 
Birds,



Lawrence Harbison



Mark Roberts

Sharon has come to Nashville to confront Justin, who 
dumped her when he became a country music star and 
who is getting married. She doesn’t want to stop the 
marriage – she just wants an apology and a thank-you 
for everything she did for him before he became famous. 

Uncle Jim. He doesn’t know who she is, but she knows 
all about him. Here, she tells whom who she is.

-

-

-



Lawrence Harbison



Melissa Ross

 takes place in a small Boston suburb in 
the 1980’s. Jo is talking to Donny, a friend from high 
school. Neither is happy about the way their life turned 
out. Jo left college to help her mother after her father 
died and never went back. Donny got his girlfriend 
pregnant, married her, and became a butcher like his 
father.

(Beat.) 

Something. (Beat.) 

(Beat.) 

(Beat.) 
that.  



Lawrence Harbison

Marja-Lewis Ryan

Six years ago, Helen’s 10-year-old son Adam acciden-
tally shot and killed her 9-year-old son Joey after she 
left a loaded handgun in the kitchen cabinet. Helen is 
talking to a social worker who has come to interview 
her family to see if Adam, now 16, can be released 
from parole.

I’m





Lawrence Harbison

Emily Schwend

Kim (or rather, “The Other Thing” which has taken her 
over) has come to see Carl. He’s a former ghost hunter 
who’s now in an institution because he’s had what his 
doctors think was a stroke and cannot speak or walk; 
but it wasn’t a stroke - “The Other Thing” inside Kim 

-

(beat) 

(A long beat)

-

(beat) 



(beat)

(beat)
(beat)

-

(beat)
(beat)

(beat)

(beat)
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Kenny Finkle

Penelope and her best friend Lucius have gone to 
Ithaca Falls on a hot summer night and run into 
their classmate Odysseus, who is skinny dipping 
and smoking weed.  Penelope is instantly attracted 
to Odysseus, much to Lucius’ dismay.  In this mono-
logue Penelope needs Lucius to leave so she can be 
alone with Odysseus and hopefully be kissed for the 
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Kenny Finkle

Peggy is an outspoken, tough, dynamic community leader 
and weaver. She has raised her niece Penelope as her own 
after Penelope’s parents died. When Penelope’s husband 
Odysseus tells Peggy that he is going to join the army, 
Peggy is furious. She needs to convince Odysseus to stay 

-



Kenny Finkle

Penelope and her best friend Lucius have been es-
tranged for almost 20 years. In those years Penelope 
has waited for her husband Odysseus to return from 
a war. She has raised their son Telemachus with the 
help of her Aunt Peggy. After Peggy’s funeral, Lucius 

-
selves on the precipice of love. Penelope needs Lucius 
to kiss her.    
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Sonya Sobieski

Beverly, 30-50, ageless, pragmatic. She works as a 

audience from her desk. 

-

The Bell Jar. 

-
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Max Baker

Vicky is street-smart, a survivor. Sheorks with an es-
cort service in Brighton and Hove, a typical English 
seaside town. She’s talking to Bertie, having arrived at 
the house at night, in the rain.

 (beat) 
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-



Johnna Adams

Elizabeth is a mother in her 50s from Chicago who lost 
her only daughter, Tracy, three years ago. She has sur-
prised Tracy’s former college roommate, Kelly, with an 
unannounced visit to Kelly’s California apartment. She 

to her after her daughter’s death. She has asked Kelly 
if she and Tracy were lovers in college. After initially 

that Tracy didn’t want Elizabeth to know.

-
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Johnna Adams

Elizabeth is a mother in her 50s from Chicago who 
lost her only daughter, Tracy, three years ago. She has 
surprised Tracy’s former college roommate, Kelly, with 
an unannounced visit to Kelly’s California apartment. 
Tracy died violently in Colombia while participating 
in a protest that Kelly arranged and seduced her into 
joining. Kelly has just asked Elizabeth if she blames 
her for Tracy’s death.





Johnna Adams

Kelly, 20s, is a grant writer and former activist living 
in Los Angeles. Elizabeth, the mother of Kelly’s former 

Chicago for an unannounced visit. Three years ago, 
Kelly organized a protest to aid a Colombia tribe whose 
sacred lands were being drilled on and exploited by a 
large oil company. At the protest her lover Tracy was 
raped and killed by guerilla soldiers. Kelly was shot, 

told Kelly that she blames her for seducing Tracy and 
taking her to Colombia to be killed.
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Johnna Adams

Tracy is a literature major at UCI in her early 20s. She 
is in the dorm room of her friend Kelly. A few days ago 
Tracy had a panic attack while giving a presentation on 
Keats’ poem La Belle Dame Sans Merci in a women’s 
studies class. Kelly ran after her and talked her out of 
the panic, helping her calm down. Tracy is now tell-
ing her how grateful  she feels and is working up the 

-

-

-
-

her 
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-

(She starts to hyperventilate.)

I met a lady in the meads,
Full beautiful - a faery’s child,
Her hair was long, her foot was light,
And her eyes were wild.
I made a garland for her head,
And bracelets too, and fragrant zone;
She looked at me as she did love,
And made sweet moan.



Daniel Guyton

Jess is an older woman in her 50’s-60’s in an all-female 
penitentiary, here instructing a younger woman on what 
to expect from prison.

long

-
She
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-



Abby Rosebrock

Priscilla is visiting Joel’s hotel room on the last night 
of a national dating convention for farmers. Joel’s grief 
over his failing dairy farm is holding him back from 
romance. Priscilla wants to sleep with him before the 
convention is over and gives him a pep talk. 

-
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Abby Rosebrock

Priscilla is visiting Joel’s hotel room on the last night 
of a national dating convention for farmers. Joel is a 
Christian fundamentalist with limited sexual experi-
ence. In a panic disguised as outrage, he demands 
to know more about Priscilla’s past. She responds by 
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Barbara Blumenthal-Ehrlich

Dirdra is speaking to her estranged sister, Janice. 
Dirdra ran away in her teens, leaving Janice alone 
with their crazy mother. They’ve been reunited for the 

Dirdra explains why she can’t participate in a memorial 
service and how she’d have maternal fantasies about a 
customer at the supermarket deli counter, taking care 

death, Dirdra got confused, the fantasy became reality 
and she wept for the woman at the deli counter.

You 

your your 

would 
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that 
(tears 

up)
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Dominique Morisseau

While playing cards in the break room of a stamping 
plant, Faye tells Dez, a co-worker, how she came to 
work there. Faye is a determined survivor.

FAYE: 

(She holds up her arm for Dez to see. A scar skates 
along her forearm.) 
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-



162

Dominique Morisseau

Shanita is talking with Faye in the break room of the 
stamping plant where they work. Everyone is worried 
that the plant might close. Shanita has an opportunity 
for another job but she wants to stick it out at the plant 
because she loves working there.

: -
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-



Eleanor Burgess

Sandy is a history teacher at a challenging urban high 
school thinks through her boyfriend’s new idea for 
education software, and inspires him with her hopeful 
vision of what it could be. 

-

vote 
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Barbara Blumenthal-Ehrlich

The Photographer has just learned she’ll never see 

synchronized subway-bombing attack. The two women 
don’t know each other, but the Photographer for months 
took daily candid snapshots of Lydia. She was drawn 
to the repetitive monotony of Lydia’s life, having had 
very little stability in her own.

(Tries to collect herself, hits her chest, trying to get air.) 

-

(She points.) 
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Frank Winters

 
Natalie didn’t expect her evening to turn out like this at 
all. In preparation for a night of celebration, Natalie got 

with a bunch of other students and presented with a 
dilemma: one of them has found a video taken at a 
party that all of them were at, and towards the end of 
that video is what might be one of their mutual friends, 
Cal, sexually assaulting a girl not many of them know 
beyond her reputation: Laura. Natalie, who is still quite 
inebriated, hasn’t said much since this information was 
revealed, and hasn’t said much all night that anybody’s 
taken seriously. But when somebody makes the erro-
neous assumption that if Laura had been raped, she 
would have had to have gone to the hospital, Natalie 
decides to speak up:

(beat)

(beat) 

(beat) 



Lawrence Harbison

(beat)



.
Frank Winters

 
Maggie, along with several other students, has been 
called together to deal with a problem: one of them has 
found a video taken at a party that all of them were at, 
and towards the end of that video is what might be one 
of their mutual friends, Cal, sexually assaulting a girl 
not many of them know beyond her reputation: Laura. 
Maggie does know Laura, better than anybody else in 
this room, and only moments ago, Maggie voted not to 
take it to the cops. When questioned by her older sister, 
Maggie reveals that not only was she present when this 
happened, but that she believes it was consensual. In 
this speech, Maggie tries to convince these upperclass-
men - and herself - that nothing happened.

 

(Beat.) 
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Yussef El Guindi

Doug, the guy Leila and her boyfriend have invited over 
for a threesome, has expressed his insecurity about the 
situation. She lays into him.
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Saviana Stanescu

Clara is pacing the living room, speaking on her cell phone.

-

(She jumps around.) 



Trish is talking to a new friend, Jan. Jan thinks that she 
is totally uncool and envies Trish.  Trish explains that 

cool by being herself.

(a quick beat)

-

-
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-



Peter Ullian

Lady Jane, the child of sixties radicals hiding out from 
the FBI, was a teen-age runaway and drug addict until 
she joined a commune and got herself clean.  That’s 
where she met Blackbird Flynt, who recruited her to 
join his band of would-be revolutionaries dedicated to 
overthrowing the government of mid-1980s America.  
After a failed back robbery, however, the surviving 
members of the band reconnoiter back at their hide-out, 
not sure if their leader is alive or dead.  Thompson, 
one of the younger members, decides he’s going back 

to convince him this would a suicide mission – and a 
very bad idea.
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Gary Richards

Ellie tells her good friend Diana that she is fearful that 
the dreams she once had will not come true.

(pause)

(There was always a fuckin’ gazebo in 
my dream.) 
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(She breaks down and begins to cry. A beat.)



Gary Richards

Ellie is trying her best to get in shape.

 (She displays her biceps.)
(pause) 
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Christina Masciotti

stress-induced eye disorder, Mondo has just been ad-
vised against a laser surgery that would resolve her 
eye condition in time for her next court appearance. 
She’s worried about having to represent herself in court, 
especially with instability and discomfort associated 
with her compromised eye. She speaks to the audience.  



-
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Christina Masciotti

Over the course of her divorce proceedings, Mondo 
-

age facility maintained by her soon-to-be ex-husband. 
While attempting to dispose of a lifetime’s accumula-
tion of someone else’s junk, she speaks to the audience. 

pause -

-

pause



-

pause
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Christina Masciotti

At her last visit with her eye doctor Mondo struggles 
to keep her composure as she learns her recovery has 

-
prove soon, she’ll need to undergo a risky surgery. She 
speaks to the audience. 

-

-
pause

pause
-

pause



pause

-
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Brendan Gall

after learning the stars (her boyfriend and the writer’s 

not 
-

We 

-

sometimes is 



It is not your fault. 
want 

really 

-
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Elaine Romero

It’s 1978 and Sabrina’s brother, Kirk, died 10 years ago 
in the Vietnam War. She and her brother were adopted 
by a Mexican-American woman, Carmen. Sabrina ad-
dresses Carmen. 

: 

-



Johnna Adams

Whitney is participating in a clinical trial of a new 
medication for schizoid personality disorder. She is 
speaking to Max, another participant, who has asked 
her about her fantasy world.

-

-
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Johnna Adams

Whitney and Max are participants in a clinical trial 
for a new drug to cure schizoid personality disorder. 
Max has told Whitney about a dark hole in his fantasy 
world where they put women, which is a constant tor-
ment to him. Whitney has a solution to cure this tor-
ment. Mikor and Selestina are characters in Whitney’s 
fantasy world.

Put me in the hole! 

It’s the best of both worlds! 
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Clare Baron

Mae is home taking care of her dad who has a rare, 
aggressive form of cancer. Horny and desperate for a 
little alone time, she sneaks out to Hank’s Saloon – a 
local dive bar. There she meets Mac, with whom she 
supposedly went to high school. Mac confesses he’s 
been secretly in love with Mae since the 4th grade. Mae 
is having a hard time remembering Mac. It’s start-and-

-

(even though I’m pretty sure he never did cocaine)
-

(Beat.)
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Clare Barron

Mae is back in Minneapolis after a rough several 
months. She lost her job, ended her longterm relation-
ship, and went home to help take care of her dad dur-
ing his cancer treatments. She’s been stressed out and 
down-in-the-dumps for so long that happiness sneaks 
up on her.

-

-

(His name is Eric.)

 

-



is 

J
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-

-

-

-

-

-



-

-

-
-

-
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-

-

-

-

-

-



200

-

-
-

-
-

-
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-

-

-

-

-



202

-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-




