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What is a hemline?

A Hemline is the line of the lower edge of a coat, dress, or skirt. 



3000 B.C. – 100 B.C.

Hemlines

• A Man’s Chiton would go just above his knees or to his                
ankles. 

• A women’s Chiton would go down past ankles.

• A Himation is about 4 to 6 feet wide and 8 feet long. 

Vocabulary 

• A Chiton is a long woolen tunic.

• A himation is an outer garment that goes under your right 
shoulder and over your left.



1910’s 

•Hemlines that where once floor 
length are now slightly above the 
women’s ankle.

• This is the first time a women’s 
ankles is shown.



The 1920’s Hemlines

• In 1920, skirts would come to the lower calf and hung 8 
inches off the ground. 

• In 1925, Hemlines rose to the knee.

• In 1929, the hemline went back down to the lower calf. 



1930’s 

• Hemlines dropped 
to the calf during 
this time because of 
a newfound 
modesty in people. 

• Now that the 
economy has 
dropped hemlines 
are doing the same. 



1940’s

• Due to the war, materials 
where rationed.

• Skirts got shorter by 
couple of inches and moved 
up to just below the knee. 

• Women also started 
wearing pants during this 
time period, because they 
where now in the work 
field. 



1950’s 

• Now that the war 
was over, we didn’t 
have to worry about 
rations anymore. 

• Skirts grew a few 
inches longer and 
the A-line shape 
emerged. 



1960’s
• The Mini skirt was introduced by 
Mary Quant.

• Mary Quant was a famous fashion 
designer and influencer during the 
1960’s. 

• Supermodels like Twiggy, also 
showed off their legs and wore mini 
skirts. 

• The skirt comes down a few inches 
above your knee.



1970’s

• In the 1970’s, we started to get some 
variation with our hemlines. 

• In this time period we see both mini skirts, 
that run a few inches above the knee. And 
Maxi skirts which go all the way down to the 
women’s ankles. 



1980’s

• Princess Diana was a strong 
influence in the 80’s. 

• She wore skirt suits that many 
women took a liking to.

• She had a more modest look, 
which made hemlines go back 
down below the knee.



1990’s

• The Miniskirt makes a 
comeback, with 
multiple models taking 
to the trend. 

• Kate Moss and Naomi 
Campbell liked the 
trend. 

• Movies like clueless 
helped bring back the 
trend as well.



2000’s

• Hemlines are starting to get more 
experimental. We are now starting to 
see asymmetrical dresses and skirts.

• The Handkerchief Hem was starting 
to come into style. 



2010’s

• Longer hemlines are starting to come back 
into style.

• Much like the 70’s however, we are getting 
more variety. 

• We have Maxie dresses, mini skirt, and 
everything in between. 



Quiz

• What were some influences in the 90’s that brought back the
miniskirt?

• What time period did women start to wear skirts that showed their 
ankles?

• What influenced Hemlines to go back down to the calf during the 
1930’s?

• Why did skirts become shorter in the 1940’s?

• What period did skirts, and dresses start to become asymmetrical?
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